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Enhancing Environmental Protection and Striving

for a Harmonious Development of CBM and Environment

Director of Jincheng Environment Protection Bureau

Li Chengtai

Ladies and gentlemen, dear friends,

Good morning!

On behalf of all the staff of Jincheng’ s environmental
protection system, [ would first of all extend my warm
welcome to the representatives and foreign friends who have
come for our forum here and also give my sincere thanks to
those who have long been interested in, in favor of and a
part of the protection of our environment.

In recent years, global opening up and utilization of
coal gas is increasingly on the upsurge, many countries
have had various experience and methods of their own in the
coal gas exploration, development and utilization, which,
after this forum, will help speeding up our local use of
coal gas. Taking the chance of the occasion, I am honored
to say something about the development and utilization of

coal gas of our city.
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1. It is of great environmental significance to open
up and utilize coal gas

First of all, please allow me to give a simple
introduction to the general property of coal gas and its
connection with our environment. Coal gas is a kind of
irregular natural gas, or we can call it coal mine gas or
coal mine methane, which is an self-ignitable natural gas
formed in coal measure stratum

by some organic materials which were mainly humus in
the process of coal layer formation and exists in
gas—generating source rocks as coal bed, carbonaceous
shale and mudstone either in absorptive or free form. As
a kind of superior energy and chemical material, the basic
composition of coal gas is methane of high degree of purity,
which is over 95%. Actually coal gas is a mixture of gas
and air. Its heat value is commensurate with ordinary
natural gas, whose calorific value is up to about 8000 to
9000 calories. With a property of being very dangerous,
coal gas is the source of coal mine explosion accidents.
The rate of accidental explosion of coal gas could be
reduced to 70% to 80% if the gas could be extracted before

a coal mine is opened up. The greenhouse effect resulting
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from coal gas emitting directly into the atmosphere is 21
times that of carbon dioxide. The emission of methane into
the air will not only lead to abnormal climate because of
the greenhouse effect, but also consumes the ozone in the
upper atmosphere. Its damage to ozonosphere is 7 times as
that of carbon dioxide, which can weaken the earth
shielding fromultraviolet radiation of the sun and do harm
to people’ s health. It is estimated from the related
statistics that in China the methane emission from coal
mines into the atmosphere every year takes one third that
of the world, drawing a universal attention from the
international society. The Kyoto Protocol has regulated
the emission amount of greenhouse gases for countries in
the world. It is very urgent for China to reduce its gas
emission into the atmosphere in the procedure of coal
production. Coal gas, a highly—effective clean energy,
does primarily not contain sulfur, and results in less
equipment erosion. Its heat value is as equal as natural
gas, giving less pollution while it is burning, and its
waste gas is a kind of manure which can help photosynthesis,
reduce methane emission and also decrease greenhouse

effect.



At a situation in which the global demand for energies
is increasingly urgent, it is of multi—-winning effects to
open up and utilize coal gas since it is of secure effect
to reduce gas accidents, of environment—friendly effect to
lessen greenhouse waste gases, and of significant economic
effect as a highly—effective and clean energy.

In a word, the opening up and utilization of coal gas
will play an active role in protecting global environment.
As a newly—emerged basic industry which is important to
sustainable energy development and atmosphere protection,
coal gas opening up and utilizing is a brilliant cause that
will benefit our people and society at present and in the
far future.

2. The requirements of environment policies on opening
up coal gas

According to The Eleventh Five Year Plan on Opening up
and Utilizing Coal Gas and A Guideline to Current Priority
Key Fields of Hi—tech Industrialization of 2007 issued by
the National Development and Reform Commission, opening up
coal gas is one of our country’ s key industry in coal mining,
also a key project of sustainable energy of Shanxi and

Jincheng during the period of Eleventh Five Year Plan,
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meanwhile it is a strong support to the sulfur dioxide
emission reduction of our city’ s Environmental Protection
Plan during the period of the Eleventh Five Year Plan.

Since coal gas opening up in our country is just making
a start, the related environmental-protecting laws and
regulations have not yet been established and released. To
ensure that in our city it will not pollute and do damage
to the environment in the process of opening up the coal
gasy, we will strictly carry out the Environment Impact
Assessment while making a good service to coal gas
development, and supervise how the enterprises practice
their pollution—preventing measures to meet the demands of
the Environment Impact Assessment so as to guarantee the
environment protection of our coal gas development and keep
pace with international level.

3. Matters needing attention in the process of opening
up and utilizing coal gas

It is estimated that there are 1,000 cubic meters of
coal gas reserves in Qinshui Coal Field, which takes up two
thirds of that of Shanxi Province. In Sept. 1994, the first
sample ground coal gas extracting well was made in

Panzhuang Well Field by Jincheng Anthracite Mineral Group
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Co.Ltd. By now there have been five companies as Jinmei
Group, Zhonglian Corporation, Daning Cprporation and Grake
engaging in ground coal gas extracting production, all of
which have gained the approval of environment protection
examination.

Now over 1,000 coal gas extracting wells have been
built with a capacity of 1.3 billion cubic meters annually.
As the production undergoes, some problems have emerged.
To deal with these problems we should focus on the following
four aspects:

a. We must strictly go through the procedures of
environment protection examination and approval. The
environment impact of opening up coal gas project should
be assessed and examined according to the Environmental
Protection Law of the People’ s Republic of China and the
Environmental Impact Assessment Law of the People’ s
Republic of China, and the approval should be released
according to related regulations and laws.

b. Safeguard ecology while the gas opening up is being
carried out. In the process of designing, constructing and
operating, 1t must take strict measures to prevent

pollution, pay great attention to restore the original



ecology during the construction, try to reduce the impact
on the surrounding ecological environment, and in
particular make sure the restoration of the original
surrounding must in time and quality—proof after the
deserted wells are closed.

c. Measures to prevent accident must be taken. The
companies of coal gas construction should keep up with the
international advanced methods in accident control and
prevention, drawing on the experience of real-time
computer assessment system to handle emergency, and
constantly improve contingency plans.

d. Supply service for environment protection and make
contributions to the development and utilization of coal
gas.

Under a circumstances that energy is in short supply,
the large—scaled opening up of coal gas, especially coal
gas development in Qinshui Coal Field, will play a
significant part in our city’ s energy restructure,
pollution reduction and the environmental quality
improvement. The environmental protection system of
Jincheng will give firm supports to opening up coal gas in

accordance with the demands of central, provincial and



municipal governments so as to pave a environment—protecting green
passage for coal gas development, give warm and active
service, and make new contributions to the economization
and utilization of natural resources, energy restructure
and new economic growth of our city.

Thank you!



