Mr. Party Secretary, Mr. Mayor, distinguished friends and guests,
thank you for this opportunity to sign this important declaration
and thank you for the opportunity to participate in this important
event over the last several days.
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In the past week we have had several events which have reminded
us of the importance of our discussions over these past few days in
China. We have had a terrible mine disaster in the northern part of
the province, and we again wish to extend our condolences to the
families of those killed in this accident.
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We’ve had a visit just this past week of the Secretary of State of
the United States, underlining, in her first month in office, the
importance of U.S.-China relations and underlining in her
discussions in Beijing, the top priority of clean energy in U.S.-
China relations. These events remind us of how important it is to
pledge our commitment to the important priorities of global
environmental protection, economic development, and energy
conservation, through new resource utilization and work safety, as
we have done in the Jincheng Declaration this morning.
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This is a declaration that has the support of the Jincheng Municipal
Government and of non- profit and business enterprises in the



United States. This indicates the importance of local players in the
resolution of global environmental concerns.
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In the United States, the states have the role of laboratories for
policy innovation. And so states and municipalities of course
adhere to the guidelines of the federal government in implementing
policy. But in many cases, they also take an independent role in
pushing the edge of policy innovation.
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The state of California has done this in terms of emissions controls,
setting an example which has spread to other states in the United
States. My state, Wyoming, has done the same in terms of the
underground storage of carbon dioxide, taking a leap forward in
setting the policy framework and embarking on demonstration
projects which can pave the way for the underground storage of
carbon dioxide in other states in the United States.
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| am reminded of that role of the states in taking a leadership role
within their country when | see the example that has been set here
in China by the municipality of Jincheng in terms of its emphasis
on the recovery and utilization of coal mine methane.
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It doesn’t mean that Jincheng is setting its own policy independent
of the central government, just like the U.S. develops policy in
accordance with federal government guidelines; but, within that, it
takes a leadership role which can extend to other parts of the
province, and to other parts of China, and indeed to the Methane to
Markets global partnership and to the world.
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The role of this forum, the Sino-U.S. New Energy Source Science-
Technology Forum and Conference on Coal Mine Methane
Recovery and Utilization, will be to support that process of
leadership which the municipal government of Jincheng has
demonstrated here in Shanxi Province and in China.
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I’m happy to report, as a result of our discussions, strong support
on the part of both the U.S.and China sides for a continuation of
this Forum in terms of both plenary meetings and smaller group
meetings which will bring together decision makers at the
enterprise level to implement the priorities on which we have
agreed.
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And so the role of the forum as it moves forward into the future,
supporting this Declaration, will be three purposes:
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1. To provide an ongoing forum for sharing information, ideas,
and technology;
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2. To provide an opportunity to compare applications of
technology according to different conditions which vary from
locality to locality and even in some cases from mine to
mine;
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3. To provide policy support for initiatives taken by enterprises,
research organizations and other organizations to implement
clean energy priorities. It doesn’t mean that governments
will do these things. The role of government is to set the
policy framework. The municipality of Jincheng has done
this through this Declaration and through its support of this
Forum. Now it is the role and task of the enterprises and
research organizations and other organizations to implement
these priorities.
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So the Forum helps to reinforce and to encourage the enterprises in
moving forward with these important efforts. Not only to say its
okay, but also it’s a good thing; please make strenuous efforts to
move forward on these joint efforts.
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So, as President of the Jackson Hole Center for Global Affairs, this
IS our commitment, this is my commitment, to support this process



through this Declaration. And again | want to commend the
leaders of the municipality of Jincheng — Party Secretary Zhang
and Mayor Wang -- for their wisdom and far-sightedness in taking
a leadership role on these important priorities. Thank you.
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